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MINUTES OF THE
SELMA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2003

The Selma City Council met in a regular session in the Council Chambers of City
Hall on Monday, December 15, 2003 at 5:00 p.m. with the following members present:
President George Evans and Council members Glenn Sexton, Rita S. Franklin, Jean T.
Martin, Nancy G. Sewell, Samuel Randolph and James Durry. Others present were City
Clerk Lois Williams, City Treasurer Cynthia Mitchell, City Attorney Jimmy Nunn,

Mayor James Perkins, Jr. and the Mayor’s Administrative Assistant Sherri James.
Reverend Eddie Marshall gave the invocation.

After roll call, President Evans declared a quorum present and the meeting was
opened for the transaction of business as set forth on the agenda. President Evans asked
if there were any additions or corrections to the agenda prepared for this meeting.
Councilwoman Martin stated she would like to add National League of Cities Conference
report of last week. President Evans stated that he would like to add parking and cell
phone updates. A motion was made by Councilwoman Sewell and seconded by

Councilman Durry to approve the agenda as amended. The motion carried with a
unanimous vote of the Council.

President Evans asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of
the regular meeting held on Monday, November 24, 2003. There being no corrections to
be made to the minutes, a motion was made by Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by
Councilwoman Sewell to adopt the minutes as written. The motion carried with a
unanimous vote of the Council.

L. NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES CONFERENCE UPDATE

President Evans stated that he would like to ask Councilwoman Martin to give a
brief update on the National League of Cities Conference held on last week.
Councilwoman Martin stated that the conference was a discipline training trip and it was
very nice and interesting people attended. Councilwoman Martin stated that her answer
to the Selma Times-Journal when asked what she got out of the meeting was that being a
member of the policy committees of the National Committee and the Economic
Development Committee, we Were able to finally establish a program known as the
Blackbelt Initiative which is properly named the Delta Commission. Councilwoman
Martin stated that this program is proposed by Georgia and our very own Congressman
Artur Davis and it takes the poverty stricken counties of Alabama’s Blackbelt and
Mississippi’s Eastern counties which makes one unit and passed a resolution requesting

funding to begin this initiative to try to do something about the education, poverty,
poorhouses and lack of jobs.

Il CITIZENS’ REQUESTS

A. Maggie England - HGHG. Ms. England stated that she represents HGHG, an
adult day care center on Lauderdale Street, and she comes before the Council to request
funds for the day care center. Ms. England shared some real life experiences with the
Council and stated that she understands after speaking with President Evans that there

cannot be regular funding for the center, but she wants each Council member to make a
donation from their discretionary funds.

B. Clyde Richardson - Licensing Procedure Under Review. Mr.
Richardson stated that he would like to address the issue regarding the new ordinance
related to revocation of licenses. Mr. Richardson stated that this ordinance can really hurt
the City as a whole and deprives the people of their life, liberty and pursuit of happiness
when trying to enter into entrepreneurship.  Mr. Richardson stated that some people
gamble and some dream, and knowing that their dreams can be revoked at the snap of a
finger because of circumstances that take place that are out of their control is not fair to
the City. Mr. Richardson stated that he closed his establishment and took a survey and all
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of the incidents that were being targeted for his area are still happening just not in his
area. Mr. Richardson further stated that this is a moral issue and public outcry and an
ordinance such as this will make future entreprencurs hesitate to gamble with their

dreams in Selma. Mr. Richardson asked if the Council would give this some thought as
they take their vote.

1. MAYOR’S REPORT

A. Executive Session. Mayor Perkins stated that he would like to request an
executive session in the interest of name and character to address items that are personnel
specific following the regular meeting.

B. Budget Amendment — Police Positions. Mayor Perkins stated that he would
like to request a budget amendment as per memo from Cynthia Mitchell, City
Treasurer, in the amount of $60,000.00. This budget amendment is needed to fund two
additional police officer positions at the Selma Police Department; with an additional
$6,678.00 needed to increase an existing police sergeant’s position at the Selma Police
Department, totaling $66,678.00. As per the memo, the funds needed for these positions
can be allocated by reducing the following budget line items: Prior Year Projects -
$3,579.00, General Government Official Bonds - $5,000.00, City Clerk Official Bonds -
$1,000.00, Police Telephone Expense - $12,000.00, and Hyundai Commitment -
$45,099.00. Mayor Perkins stated he request approval, ratification and affirmation of this
budget amendment. A motion was made by Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by
Councilwoman Sewell to ratify, affirm and approve the said budget amendment. A roll

call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council
members present.

C. Budget Amendment — Dallas County Health Department. Mayor Perkins
stated that he would like to request a budget amendment to reduce the following budget
line item; Hyundai Commitment by $10,000.00. This budget amendment is requested to
increase the following budget line items: Dallas County Health Department by $5,000.00
and Cahaba Mental Health by $5,000.00. These budget items were reduced during the
budget negotiating strategies and Mayor Perkins stated he would like to ask the Council
for approval at this time. A motion was made by Councilwoman Franklin and seconded
by Councilwoman Martin to approve the said budget amendment. The motion carried
with a unanimous vote of the Council members present.

D. Resolution - Vertical Carousel System - Police_Department. Mayor
Perkins stated that the Council has the resolution on this item and this request was
addressed in the last Council meeting, but he needed to verify that it was to be purchased
with grant funds. Mayor Perkins stated that this is a grant fund expenditure item and he
asks the Council’s approval of this resolution to move forward with the purchase of this
system in the amount of $16,956.10. A motion was made by Councilwoman Sewell and
seconded by Councilwoman Franklin to approve the said resolution. A roll call vote was
taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council members present.

E. esolu ball/Basebe J ent/Uniforms —_ Recreatiol
Department. Mayor Perkins state that he has resolutions specific to the Recreation
Department for routine approval dealing with Softball equipment/uniforms and Baseball
equipment/uniforms. These resolutions can be addressed individually or collectively as
the Council wishes. A motion was made by Councilman Durry and dually seconded by
Councilman Randolph and Councilman Sexton to collectively approve the resolutions
named Softball Equipment in the amount of $11,027.30, Softball Uniforms in the amount
of $6,060.00, Baseball Equipment in the amount of $42,311.08 and Baseball Uniforms in
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the amount of $29,295.32. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a
unanimous vote of the Council members present.

F. Cell Phones. Mayor Perkins stated that he would like to engage in discussion
with the Council specific to cell phone issues. Mayor Perkins stated that the Treasurer
has prepared a brief summary that simply indicates the cost of Council phones and the
total City’s cost. This summary shows $10.00 for each phone, $4.00 for maintenance
contract and $3.50 for taxes, totaling $17.50. The City’s total plan includes 45,000
minutes at a cost of $3,250.00 for the first 45,000 and $ 0.20 each additional minute.
Mayor Perkins stated that there is a $175.00 monthly charge for 10 phones for the

Council and the cost of the council remaining on the existing contract for the next 9
months would be $1,575.00.

Mayor Perkins stated that the cost of removing the Council from the contract
would be $200.00 per phone, totaling $2,000.00. The minutes for the Council are
included in the cost of the total City’s Alltel contract of 45,000 minutes per months for all
departments including the Police Department, which previously was a separate contract.
Mayor Perkins stated that those are the facts as it relates to the option of the Council
remaining on the existing contract or exiting the contract. Mayor Perkins stated that there
was also some discussion about Council member usage and if the Council chooses to
engage in that discussion, he can try to explain the information as best he can, but it is not
a simple formula used to calculate this information.

Councilwoman Franklin stated that Alltel needs to be made aware of the problems
that they have had with cell phones and this is not the first time that these problems have
occurred. After further discussion, President Evans stated that their service was not

previously limited to Alabama and he stated that he and Mayor Perkins would meet to
discuss the matter further.

G. General Services Director’s Position. Mayor Perkins stated that he would
like to engage in discussion with the Council in a very briefly as it relates to-the General
Services Director’s Position. Mayor Perkins stated that he is prepared to make some
recommendations in that area and it is clear that when we move on this issue, there will
some affect on other positions. Mayor Perkins stated that he would like to ask President
Fvans and the Administrative Committee of the Council to get together and discuss the
recommendation to see if it will be acceptable by the Council, and if it is, then the
recommendation will be made at the next Council meeting.

IV. CITYATTORNEY’S REPORT

A. Redistricting Descriptions. Attorney Nunn stated that at the last meeting the
redistricting descriptions were given to the Council and he asked if anyone had an
opportunity to review them for revisions. Councilwoman Franklin stated that she has
reviewed at least ninety percent of the descriptions, but she can see no problems with
waiting until the next Council meeting to approve. Councilwoman Sewell concurred.
President Evans stated that this item will be continued until the next Council meeting.

B. Contracts for Services. Attorney Nunn stated that all contracts for services
in the budget have been prepared and signatures will be obtained for completion
scheduled prior to the Christmas Holiday. Attorney Nunn stated that they would also

revise the contracts to reflect the budget amendments approved by the Council at a prior
meeting.

C. Letter — Attorney Kelly — Jail Contract. Attorney Nunn stated that a letter
was received from Attorney Kelly as it relates to the jail contract and Attorney Kelly
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expressed the concern that no member of the commission desires to meet for the purpose
of renegotiating the existing contract. President Evans stated that he spoke with Mike
Carpenter, who was not able to be present tonight, but said he would attend the next
Council meeting to give the Council some insight on where it would leave the City in
terms of renegotiating the bond and other issues of the contract. After further discussion,

President Evans stated that he would like Councilwoman Sewell and Councilman Sexton
to be a committee of two to work on this issue

D. Claim — Ms. Clara Williams - Police Incident Report. Attorney Nunn
stated that each Council member should have a copy of a police incident report as it
relates to a claim that was filed by Ms. Clara Williams. Attorney Nunn stated that Ms.
Williams has called him on several occasions concerning her property located on the
corner of Martin Luther King Street and Lawrence Street where in 2002, a police chase
took place and a vehicle; not a police vehicle; became out of control and ran into a block
wall. Attorney Nunn stated that the Police Department stated that they did not see
anything that the Police Department had done to cause this damage, that the suspect was
attempting to elude the police and lost control of his vehicle, which means that individual
should be responsible for fixing the fence, but the suspect had no insurance and Ms. Clara
Williams’ insurance had lapsed.

Attorney Nunn stated that he contacted Ms. Williams via a letter dated February
2003 along with sending her a complaint form to file to the City’s insurance carrier,
which did occur, but was denied on March 26, 2003, stating reasons that she failed to file
a claim within six months of the incident. Attorney Nunn stated that Ms. Williams has
until January 8, 2004 to file a lawsuit against the City of Selma, which would be barred
by the statue of limitations thereafter. Attorney Nunn stated that his recommendation is
still concurrent with the recommendation of the insurance company to deny this claim
because the City of Selma is neither liable nor responsible for this claim. President Evans
stated that he has talked with Ms. Williams and told her to put her complaint in writing
and the Council would try to assist her in getting the matter resolved, however, she

alleged to him that the police vehicle was in fact the vehicle that damaged her fence, but
the records reflect different circumstances concerning this matter.

E. Vicious/Barking Dogs. Attorney Nunn stated that as it relates to the
complaints regarding vicious/barking dogs from Ms. Brooks and Ms. Peterson, he along
with Mr. Henry Hicks, Sr., Code Enforcement Officer, went to both residents and have
called Animal Control on one address because it does appear to be an Animal Control
issue. Attorney Nunn stated that hopefully they will be able to handle that matter and on
the other address, a letter has been drafted that should be going out this week; which
these measures should resolve both issues dealing with the dogs.

F. Ordinance - 1* Reading — Revocation of License. Attorney Nunn stated that
the Council has placed on 1* reading the ordinance for revocation for the illegal operation
of businesses within the City of Selma. Attorney Nunn stated that he would like to
request that this ordinance remains on 1% reading and President Evans concurred.

G. Cave-In Project Behind CHAT Academy. Attorney Nunn stated that Mr.
Ricky Moore, Plumbing Contractors, has approached Councilman Sexton regarding the
project on the cave-ins behind CHAT Academy. Mr. Moore has done some emergency
work at the site and submitted an invoice to the City of Selma in the amount of
$4,000.00. Attorney Nunn stated that upon receipt of the invoice; it was questionable by
the City Engineer as it relates to whether the total amount of the invoice was comparable
to the actual time spent at the site and whether this amount should be paid. Attorney
Nunn stated that the invoice was forwarded to Mr. David Painter, City Engineer, who
supervised the project, and he responded stating that the amount that should be paid is
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$1,660.00 instead of $4,000.00. This information is also stated in the form of a letter
from Mr. Tommy Smith, Public Works Director and Mr. David Painter, City Engineer.
Attorney Nunn stated that Mr. Moore will be contacted to inform him of the
recommendation by the engineer and the public works director. Mr. Moore has advised
Mr. Nunn that he has consulted Attorney Gamble on this matter. After further
discussion, a motion was made by Councilwoman Martin and seconded by Councilman
Randolph to pay the amount recommended by Mr. Smith and Mr. Painter of $1,660.00 to
Mr. Ricky Moore, Plumbing Contractors, and as per Councilwoman Franklin, this
amount should be noted on the check as paid in full. A roll call vote was taken and the

motion carried with a majority vote of the Council members present. Councilman Sexton
cast a negative vote.

H. Ordinance - Cemetery Lot Fees. President Evans stated that each Council
member has received a letter from Smith Moore and they have also written to the
Council, the Mayor and City Attorney. President Evans stated that he would like to settle
the matter concerning reconsideration of the ordinance to allow people to pay the
previous amount for cemetery lots oppose to paying the increased amount for cemetery
lots. After further discussion, a motion was made by Councilwoman Franklin and
seconded by Councilwoman Martin to have everyone pay the amount that was adopted
by the Council for cemetery lots. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the
Council members present. President Evans asked Attorney Nunn if he would follow-up
with Mrs. Smith to inform them of the Council’s decision on this matter.

President Evans stated that several funeral homes have contacted him concerning
this ordinance that was passed by the Council, in reference to the section concerning the
burial hours stating “the deceased must be in the cemetery by 3:00 p.m.”. President
Evans stated that the question is whether 3:00 p.m. is reasonable or whether 4:00 p.m.
would be a better time. Attorney Nunn stated that Mr. Willie Peoples, Cemetery
Director, is the person who sets the time for the funerals and there was a reason for this
deadline, but he is unsure about what that reason is at this time. President Evans stated
that he would like for Attorney Nunn to meet with Mr. Peoples to find out more
information regarding these burial hours.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

V. MEDICAL CENTER PARKWAY TRAFFIC UPDATE

Councilwoman Franklin stated that she feels this is a City/County issue, but our
main focus right now is to know how much it will cost. After a brief discussion, Mayor
Perkins stated that speed bumps will not be feasible and traffic lights would have to be
placed on both sides. President Evans asked if the Mayor along with Mr. Tommy Smith,

Public Works Director, and Attorney Nunn would research this matter further and bring a
traffic study back to the Council.

VI. TOWER FOR POLICE/FIRE DEPARTMENT (311 DALLAS AVENUE)

President Evans asked Mayor Perkins if he would explore this matter to find out
what needs to be done long range or short range as it relates to towers for the police/fire
department. Mayor Perkins stated that it would take the City thirty years to pay off the
cost of a tower with the current configuration and this is another situation whereby the
City of Selma will not be the sole benefactors of the installation of the tower, but the City
of Selma is being asked to bare the full cost of the tower, and if the County wants to step
in and help it will be a totally different issue, but they do not want to deal with the issue.
President Evans stated that the Council would ask the Mayor to continue to handle this
situation.
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VII. ACCOUNT BALANCES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2003

President Evans asked Ms. Cynthia Mitchell, City Treasurer, if she has any
comments regarding this and if the Council has any questions they would like to ask her.

VII. ACCOUNT BALANCES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2003

Councilwoman Franklin asked if they could have more time to review the reports and get
back with Ms. Mitchell. Ms. Mitchell stated that the new fire truck has been received
which is the last of the capital equipment purchased and currently the capital equipment
project fund has a zero balance. Mayor Perkins stated that in the next couple weeks, he

wants to schedule a public display of all the new equipment that was purchased under
that warrant issue so that the public can see these items.

VIII. COUNCIL MEMBERS ATTENDING WORSHIP SERVICES

President Evans stated that the Council has agreed to attend Councilman
Randolph’s Church on the last Sunday, December 28, 2003, Morning Star Baptist
Church, 408 Buckeye Avenue.

IX. BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON

President Evans asked if the Council has anyone in mind to replace Ms. Salter.
President Evans asked if the Council would continue to work on this matter since there
were no responses at this time.

X. WRECKER & TOWING SERVICES

Councilwoman Franklin stated that the Public Safety Committee met this
afternoon with the representatives of the towing companies and they were told that they
needed to agree upon and come up with an ordinance that they were all comfortable with
because the Mayor stated he would not sign if all representatives were not involved and
the Council had to agree with it as well. Councilman Durry stated that there were three
representatives present. After a brief discussion regarding the details of the drafted
ordinance, a motion was made by Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by Councilman
Durry to adopt the wrecker ordinance. Attorney Nunn stated that he has not had an
opportunity to review the ordinance. Councilwoman Franklin withdrew her motion and
Councilman Durry withdrew his second to give Attorney Nunn an opportunity to review
the ordinance and President Evans stated that it need to be acted upon in the first Council
meeting in January 2004.

XI. RIF CHRISTMAS DISTRIBUTION

Councilwoman Sewell stated that she would like to invite everyone to Selma’s
RIF distribution for Christmas and breakfast with Santa which will be held on Saturday,
December 20, 2003 at the Carl Morgan Convention Center from 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
Councilwoman Sewell stated that they will be reading stories to our children pre-K
through 6™ grade and giving away books and the Council donated $800.00 and she went
to Sebastian Book Company, which had an excellent half price sale, plus extras were
given and she also brought back six costumes. Councilwoman Sewell further stated that

Selma’s Promise & Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. would like to have Selma Digital
Opportunity Ameri-Corp Program serve as Santa’s helpers.

XIl. METROPOLITAN CONGESTION RELIEF ACT (HR 3611)

Councilwoman Franklin stated that all Council members have a copy of the letter
that she wrote to Congressman Davis and this is something that has been worked on for
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some time called the Metropolitan Congestion Relief Act (HR 3611). Councilwoman
Franklin stated that this is the way the money comes directly to the City for what is
needed rather going through the State Department of Transportation and being cut.
Councilwoman Franklin read the conclusion of the resolution and a motion was made by
Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by Councilwoman Sewell to approve the said
resolution. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the Council members present.

XIII. VALLEY GRANDE POLICE & FIRE

President Evans stated that this issue regarding police/fire in Valley Grande that
was printed in the newspaper today needs to be addressed and ratified at the next Council
meeting. Mayor Perkins stated that he wrote a letter to Mayor Story requesting that they
discuss the issues that would affect our jurisdictions prior to leaving for the conference
over a week ago and after returning and reading Sunday’s newspaper as well as checking
his email, but no reply was received from him, he concluded that his statements to the
press was his response to his letter, so he has already begun working on scheduling a
meeting the Chiefs and Public Safety to start moving towards pulling the service out if it
is not wanted. Mayor Perkins stated that he does not want it to be said that the City of
Selma did not try to cooperate and do what we were suppose to do.

XIV. PARKING SPACES FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS

President Evans stated that for the future President and Council members, he
would like to request that there be a designated parking space for the President and
maybe three or four spaces for Council members at City Hall for the next administration.

President Evans stated that it is extremely hard to find a parking space when they come to
City Hall.

XVII. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

RECREATION COMMITTEE
There is no report from the Recreation Committee.

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE

There is no report from the Administrative Committee.
PULBIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
There is no report from the Public Safety Committee.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

There is no report from the Community Development Committee.

PUBLIC WORKS/GENERAL SERVICES

PR O e A R A A A A

There is no report for the Public Works/General Services Committee.
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XVII. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
DISCRETIONARY FUNDS COMMITTEE

Councilwoman Sewell stated that she has one request from our former City
Clerk/Treasurer, Mrs. Jacqueline Smith on behalf of Central Christian Academy for

repairs for $550.00 and another request from HGHG, Inc., Adult Day Care Center that
feeds the poor and hungry for $600.00.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

President Evans requested a motion to recess into executive session at this time.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Franklin and seconded by Councilman Durry
recess into an executive session at 7:16 p.m. to discuss matters that contain good name

and character. The motion carried with a unanimous vote of the Council members
present.

BUSINESS ITEMS:

The Council reconvened into regular session at 8:00 p.m. and proceeded with the
following agenda business items.

XIX. RESOLUTION —#R131-03/04

Valeria Jones, Personnel Director, stated that she request approval of the Council
to make overtime payments to the former E-911 dispatchers in the total amount of
$4,800.00. A motion was made by Councilwoman Sewell and seconded by
Councilwoman Martin to approve the payment of the said amount. A roll call vote was
taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council members present.

There being no other business to come before the Council, on motion made by

Councilwoman Sewell and seconded by Councilwoman Martin, the Councﬂ voted by
unanimous consent to adjourn this meeting at 8:03 p.m.

Lol

George P. Evans, President

ATTEST: APPROVED:

o 1o,

Lois Williams, City Clerk




